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SHERBURNE COUNTY, MINNESOTA

Amateur Radio Emergency Service (ARES)


ARES® is a registered trademark of the ARRL and is used with permission.

Dan Anderson, KD0ASX







12 December 2009
Section Emergency Coordinator

Minnesota ARES

Dan:

   I would like to explain the rationale behind the attached “Monitoring Frequency Plan”. Foremost in my mind was to list a pool of frequencies that all Minnesota ARES members should monitor, should a large scale incident or disaster occur.
These frequencies are for monitoring. The vast majority of these frequencies do not fall within the normal amateur bands.
The frequencies listed for the FRS band are open to transmitting, as they are for general use by the public. Be advised, transmitter power is tightly limited and radios used on this frequency must be type accepted by the FCC.

The frequencies listed for the GMRS band are open to limited transmitting, and the operator must have a GMRS license issued by the FCC in order to use of these frequencies. Be advised, transmitter power is also strictly limited and radios used on this frequency must be type accepted by the FCC.

The frequencies listed for the CB band are open to transmitting, as they are for general use by the public. Be advised, transmitter power is limited and radios used on this frequency must be type accepted by the FCC.

The frequencies listed for the Public Service band are NOT open to transmitting, as they are for use by Public Safety Agencies only. Be advised, the State EOC RACES frequency is in the amateur radio band, and is one of the normal “Ham” frequencies used day-to-day. But, in the event of a large scale disaster, this frequency is reserved for RACES operations, and we, as ARES operators, shall move to another frequency for communications.

The primary, alternate, and calling frequencies for each radio band are identified, and have become the de-facto standards nationwide. Should a large scale disaster occur, the general public may use any one, or all of these frequencies to request assistance.

The public service frequencies listed are great frequencies to monitor, as they can provide us with information that may not be received through normal communication sources in a timely manner. In addition, if there are public safety units responding into the incident scene, and they need directions or assistance, we may be able to relay that information directly to the appropriate public safety agency via amateur radio. Then, that agency in return, can swap over to the appropriate frequency and provide the information to the responding unit.
I hope that this has helped clarify the reasons for the design.

Daniel L. Shartle, N0JHU

Emergency Coordinator

Sherburne County ARES/RACES
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