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Minnesota Section ARES 
MNNG Vital Connections 2015  

Amateur HF Command Net Drill 
7/13/2015 

 

To: Minnesota’s Emergency Coordinators, District Emergency Coordinators, Assistant Section Emergency 
Coordinators 
From: Dan Anderson, KDØASX, Minnesota Section Emergency Coordinator 
RE: Minnesota National Guard Vital Connections 2015 Exercise, Amateur HF Command Net Drill 
 
Date: 4 AUG 2015  
Time: 1300-1600 CST (1800-2100 UTC) 
HF Frequencies: 

• 75-meters, 40-meters, and 20-meters 
 
Purpose: “Vital Connections” is a United States Northern Command (NORTHCOM) supported 
interagency functional exercise hosted by the Minnesota National Guard (MNNG), to be held 3-6 AUG 
2015. The MNNG’s mission for “Vital Connections” is to conduct a communications-specific exercise to 
train and familiarize communication professionals on equipment, operating procedures and governance 
for building capabilities that deliver operable and interoperable communications in a variety of 
incidents. The overall goal of the exercise is improving communications interoperability between DoD, 
Federal, State, and local first responders. The exercise will provide a realistic, controlled environment to 
test, train, and collaborate on operable and interoperable communications. “Vital Connections is part of 
a series of MNNG interagency exercises that will culminate with the AUGUST 2015 “Vigilant Guard” full-
scale exercise. 

Minnesota Section ARES has been asked to participate in this exercise, and it has been decided to drill 
on the ability to communicate via HF on three bands. This will also allow interplay with Army MARS and 
other agencies from around the country.  

Minnesota ARES District and county/city EC leadership are encouraged to participate, either as 
individual HF stations or as teams. There will be no tactical component to this drill. 

Participants will need to refer to the Vital Connections 2015 Amateur HF Command Net Drill Incident 
Action Plan for full details, which will be disseminated to ASECs, DECs, and ECs, and will be available on 
the www.MinnesotaARES.org website. 

Scenario: There is no specific scenario established by MNNG at this time. 

Action: Beginning at 1300 hours CST (1800 UTC) 4 AUGUST 2014, ARES teams and stations will make 
contact with Net Control Operators serving MNNG at either the Arden Hills Army Training Site or the 
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Joint Operations Center in St. Paul (TBD) on established HF frequencies per the IAP ICS-205 and MnARES 
SOG 6-C-001 Simplex Frequency Pool. 

All radio transmissions will end in the words “this is an exercise.” All communications will be done in 
Plain English as per National Incident Management System requirements. All stations will give their 
individual or club callsign, followed by what agency they are representing or what facility for which they 
are providing communications. An example would be “WC0HC, Hennepin County Emergency 
Management” or “WC0AAA, Bloomington Emergency Operations Center.” Net Control will identify with 
their individual callsign, followed by “AHATS” or “JOC” depending on where they are operating from. 

Any HF station may check in on any of the three command nets at any time. Nets will conclude at 1600 
CST (2100 UTC). 


